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Module VII.1a: Ancient Greece

Directions: Read and watch the videos included within the presentation and complete the questions that follow.  Type your responses directly in this document, save the file (VII.1a_LAST NAME) and submit it to the dropbox. 

Part I: Ancient Greece

1. Explain two reasons why the study of Ancient Greece is important to your life today.
	1. The study of the Ancient Greece acted as a basis regarding western civilization experienced in the modern society. This is evidenced by the Minoan Civilization which originated from the Crete Island around 2000 B.C. There was also the Mycenaean civilization that dominated the life of the Greek until 1200 B.C.
2. The study is also significant regarding its introduction of a democratic form of government which is currently applied by most governments across the globe. This is because there was a democratic practice among the polis in Greece where men were allowed to contribute to public matters. 
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2. Please complete the following table about Greece’s geography. 
	Geography Feature
	Describe this feature of Greek geography 
(i.e. What are the mountains like in Greece?)
	Describe how this geographic feature influenced Greek Civilization.

	The Land
	The land comprised of a mountainous terrain that barred travelling and isolated the Greek communities. 
	The land compelled the communities to live in isolation, thus, promoting self-reliance as well as individualism hence civilization. 

	The Climate
	The Greek experienced a Mediterranean climate. This included moderate temperatures and the experience of rainfall during winter.  
	Such a climate allowed the Greeks adequate time to stay outdoors and attend community events like political gatherings, gymnasiums, marketplace, theater, civic as well as religious events. This enhanced civilization.

	The Sea
	The Greeks resided around the Aegean Sea, Black Sea as well as the Ionian sea. 
	Such water bodies were used by the citizens during trade as well as moving the different parts regarding their civilization.



3. Who were the Minoans and how might their civilization have influenced later Greek civilization?
	The Minoans were a sea faring community that had a great power in the Mediterranean region. They lived in Crete which was located to the south of the Aegean Sea and was the largest Greek island. They practiced a thriving trade along the eastern Mediterranean Sea. They had a legendary king called Minos. Their elegant civilization had some significant technologies such as running water as well as flushable toilets which continued to be applied later in the Greek civilization. Their lifestyle which incorporated athletic contests, festivals as well as dances was also emulated in the Greek civilization.   




4. Mycenaean Civilization: Explain each characteristic of the Mycenaean Civilization in the table below.
	Characteristic
	Description of Characteristic

	Political System
	The Mycenae city and other similar cities were ruled by warrior kings.  

	Social System
	The lives of the nobility were full of splendor. They used murals, gold as well as silver ornamentation to decorate their houses as well as halls. They were migrants into the Greek Peninsula. When the nobility died they were buried with their treasures. The peasants were mostly farmers, goat herders, stonemasons, nurse, metalworkers, bakers as well as shepherds. 

	Economic System
	The warrior kings acquired a lot of wealth for their community through conquest as well as trade. The peasants practiced farming, weaving, goat herding, masonry, baking, metalworking as well as nursing. 



5. What were the Greek Dark Ages, explain 3 ways they influenced Greek civilization. 
	It was a period 1200 B.C when the Mycenaean cities declined. It was a period of chaos that corresponded to similar times experienced in Crete, Mesopotamia as well as Egypt. Most of the Mycenaean cities were burned leading to their collapsing. This was done by invaders called the sea people. The Dorians moved in from the north. The community did not have artisans and were less skilled regarding trade. This resulted in the loss of the art of the Greek writing for almost 400 years leading to the Greek dark ages.   




6. Greek Gods
· Step 1: Select three gods and record them in column 1 below. 
· Step 2: Explain two (2) ways the gods you selected helped Greeks explain their natural, political, personal or emotional worlds.
	God
	Two ways this God helped Greeks explain their surroundings or world

	Zeus
	1. He ruled Mount Olympus, thus, making it holy.
2. He was the god of the sky as well as thunder.

	Poseidon
	1. He was the god of the sea.
2. He was an “Earth-Shaker” of earthquakes.   

	Apollo
	1. He was the god of light as well as the sun. 
2. He was the god of truth, prophecy, medicine, plague, healing, poetry, music as well as arts.  



7. The Polis:  It is said that the Greek Polis influenced all aspects of Greek life.  Complete the following table by showing the influence of the polis in each area of Greek Life.
	Area of Life
	Influence

	Political life
· Think about citizenship and responsibilities
	Each polis ruled a territory of about 50 to 500 square miles, with the exception of Sparta that ruled about 4000 square miles. Many of the polis exercised a democratic type of government that incorporated the participation of all adult males. An ideal polis comprised of 5000 to 10000 citizens. The number excluded slaves, women, as well as children who were denied the right to take part in political institutions. There was a form of aristocracy government where power was transferred to a group of nobles. 

	Social or Personal life
· Think about who could participate and who could not, and how this shaped life
	The citizenship of the people depended on the ideal of human beings as free as well as rational individuals. Men were the only people who were allowed to participate in the decision making process regarding the polis. Each city-state had a small group of nobles who later became oppressors of the Greek workers leading to a rebellion. All men were expected to be soldiers referred to as hoplites who guarded their polis.    

	Economic life
· While there is no specific reference to economics or how people made a living, please think about how the city-state might influence the why people made money
	Some of the individuals residing in the city-states were workers, farmers as well as artisans. The tyrants would share the estates of the wealthy to the poor. Such tyrants were also involved in the construction of great buildings, forts, harbors as well as temples. The citizens also participated in trade which enabled them to accumulate a lot of wealth.   



